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Ecological, Biodiversity Net Gain and Landscape

Enhancements
Tony Juniper Chair Natural England wrote: Well-designed and well-managed
solar farms deliver clean, affordable energy. They can also offer additional
benefits to the local environment, meaning that the UK’s solar farms can make
a significant contribution to both local and national biodiversity targets. For
example, significant ecological gain can be achieved through establishing
wildflower meadows and grasslands, hedgerows, woodland scrub, wetland

habitats.

The potential for biodiversity improvements will vary from site to site but there
are some easy wins which deliver significant ecological gain that can be applied
to most solar farms.

Seeding a diverse wildflower and grass mix over part or all of the sites. This
can a be done under the whole panel area, especially where the site was
previously arable or there are areas of bare ground. The seed mix should be
selected to reflect soil type and fertility to ensure success.

UK provenance, native seed mixes should be used, appropriate to soil type
and nutrient levels, and this may need to be best done in stages. The seed mix
should be designed so that the height of the grasses and wildflowers does not

cause shading of the panels.

Sheep grazing: The proposals in the RWE Consultation documents are most
welcome particularly when a diverse seed mixture of grasses and wild flowers
are established. This would be particularly relevant on the parcels adjacent to
High Grove (ancient semi natural woodland) in Bradenham known as the
Grazing Grounds. Neither grass cutting, nor sheep grazing should take place
during the late spring/ summer to maximise insect nectar feeding and allow
plants to set seed. Conservation grazing is a regime where livestock are
removed between April and July or where the grassland is grazed at a low
intensity to leave a varied and tall sward with flowering plants present.

Main Source : Natural Capital Best Practice Guidance Increasing biodiversity at all stages of a solar farm’s
lifecycle. Solar Energy UK (2022) Natural Capital Best Practice Guidance report



